CHAPTER V

THE UNITED  STATES  AND  THE PACIFIC

LONG before the westward march of Americans had
brought their flag to the Pacific, that ocean was
familiar to their mariners. From Cape Horn to
Canton and the ports of India, there ploughed the
stately merchantmen of Salem, Providence, and
Newburyport, exchanging furs and ginseng for teas,
silks, the "Canton blue" which is today so cher-
ished a link with the past, and for the lacquer
cabinets and carved ivory which give distinction
to many a New England home. Meanwhile the
sturdy whalers of New Bedford scoured the whole
ocean for sperm oil and whalebone, and the inci-
dents of their self-reliant three-year cruises ac-
quainted them with nearly every coral and volcanic
isle. Early in the century missionaries also began
to brave the languor of these oases of leisure and
the appetite of their cannibalistic inhabitants.
The interest of the Government was bound to
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